


PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS

A balanced system of parks and recreation area is essential to the growth and
development of Macomb Township. A significant factor is that the Township still has
relatively inexpensive undeveloped land available. This suggests very strongly that
immediate provisions be made to acquire the recreational facilities that are necessary by
present and future populations. Because the phenomenal growth of Warren, Sterling
Heights, Shelby Township and Clinton Township engulfed Macomb Township early
acquisition of park land was essential. Several sites were acquired and since developed.

The Township has developed two major Township Parks. One is located on the
north side of Twenty-Five Mile Road, and the other is located on the north side of Twenty-
One Mile Road just east of Romeo Plank Road. Other parks/playgrounds should be
developed in conjunction with various school and public facilities.

The Waldenburg Park, a 17 acre park has been developed on 21 Mile Road, just
east of Romeo Plank and the Macomb Corners Park, a 95 acre park site has been
developed on the north side of 25 Mile Road east of Luchtman Road. A community
recreation center that includes an aquatics area, gymnasiums, fithess center and other
activity amenities has been constructed in the Town Center adjacent to the new Town Hall
on Broughton Road, south of 25 Mile Road.

Other sites are being sought by the Parks and Recreation Department for future
recreation development. Sites located in the southeast and southwest quadrants of the
Township are necessary to service the Township residents that do not now have ready
access to park sites and facilities. Sites of approximately 20 acres or larger in size with
easy access to the people who will be using them are necessary.

The Master Plan also envisions a “linear” park system based upon a use of the many
waterways, and utility easements where possible, that criss-cross the Township. As
indicated in the land use portion of the plan approximately 1/3 of the Township is impacted
by flood plains, many of which parallel the North Branch and Middle Branch of the Clinton
River and various drainage ways of the Township cutting through neighborhoods. Existing
golf courses are impacted by areas of flood plain which indicates that flood plains can be
utilized to the benefit of the residents of Macomb Township.

The plan strives to establish parks in various locations of the Township with ties to
each other with walks and paths along the water courses. These walks, paths and trailways
will provide organized areas for jogging, hiking and nature study.



Approximately 8 years ago the Township adopted a provision that subdivisions
developed along the major roads must provide 8 wide pathways instead of the normal 5’
wide sidewalks. This action was taken to encourage walking and cycling and to give
sufficient space for such activities. This plan encourages the provision of additional
pathways to connect those subdivisions that are separated by vacant land (either developed
without sidewalks or not subdivided land) to complete the connections between recreation
areas and other public facilities such as schools and churches. This coupled with features
of the Macomb County Trailways Master Plan will aid in the development of a Township
wide “connected” system.

An important consideration is the development of a non-motorized pathway network
that provides pedestrian access through the community. This network principally utilizes
open space properties along watercourses and pathways established along major vehicular
thoroughfares and it is planned that it will tie into the trailways plan developed by the
Macomb County Planning Commission. A copy of the County plan is attached for reference
on page 88. It is therefore proposed by this Master Plan that the Township through its
Department of Recreation work with the County to provide a system of walkways in
connection with the County proposals tying Macomb Township with the balance of the
County.

The Township has undertaken research and development programs to obtain input
from the general citizenry to prepare for a long range Parks and Recreation program.
Further elements of the Master Plan for Parks and Recreation will be published under
separate cover.
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EXISTING PARK PROPERTY

MACOMB CORNERS PARK

08-04-300-006 94.125 ACRES

TOWN HALL & REC CENTER

08-09-200-016 71.060 ACRES

MACOMB TOWN CENTER SOUTH PARK
08-09-300-015 10.870 ACRES

FUTURE PARK

08-10-300-035 TO -039 26.129 ACRES

VACANT - CARD ROAD

08-14-100-005 54.530 ACRES

WALDENBURG PARK
08-28-351-013 16.755 ACRES
FIRE STATION #2

08-32-201-011 6.544 ACRES
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RECREATION STANDARDS

In order to properly allot correct areas to each individual type of recreation, it is

necessary that standards be established. The standards prescribed by the National
Recreation and Park Association include:

1.

A total of ten (I0) acres in recreation, active and passive, should be provided for
each 1,000 persons.

A playground, which is an active recreation area serving elementary school-age
children between the ages of five (5) and twelve (12) years of age, should be 3 to 7
acres in size, having a service radius of 1/4to |/2miles, with one (1) acre serving 800
people.

A neighborhood park, which is a relatively small area for passive recreation of all age
groups; should be developed in conjunction with a playground or playfield; be
approximately two (2) acres in size, or 4.7 acres if separate, should serve a
population of 1,000 persons per acre, and have a service radius of 74 to ¥z mile.

A playfield, which is intended to serve all teenagers and adults, is an active
recreation facility and generally developed in conjunction with a junior or senior high
school. lts size should be approximately 12 to 20 acres, at a rate of one (1) acre per
800 persons, with a service radius of 1/2 to | mile.

Community recreation buildings serve primarily youth and adults and might also be
developed in conjunction with the cultural and civic center. They should be
developed in connection with a junior or senior high school, with a | to a 2 mile
radius, at the rate of | per 20,000 population.

A municipal-wide park is an area sufficiently large enough to provide a wide variety
of recreation facilities for all age facilities for all age groups and might include hiking
trails, day camps, picnic facilities and the like. A township-wide park should be at
least | 00 acres in size and be developed at 2 to 4 acres per 1,000 population.
Special facilities include:

a. Indoor Swimming Pool - One (1) per 50,000 persons.

b. Golf Course - | -hole per 3,000 population; with one 18-hole course using 100
acres or more.





