MEMORANDUM

TO: Residents of Macomb Township
RE: Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI)
DATE: November 17, 2014

Dear Residents —

A number of Macomb Township residents have added their voices to a contingent of residential
utility customers in southeastern Michigan who are concerned over the on-going installation of
Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI), better known as “smart meters.” AMI is technology
deemed to be integral to the electric power industry’s effort to modernize the United States
electric grid. Advocates claim that AMI will aid in the effort to provide residential utility
customers with a more reliable system and allow for two-way communication between
customers and their electrical utility provider.

Michigan utilities have installed over one million smart meters in Oakland, Washtenaw, Monroe
and Wayne counties. Starting in 2014, the utilities commenced installation of smart meters in
Macomb County. The planned entry into Macomb County has been met by a passionate
opposition from residents concerned over health impacts and privacy concerns. In response to
their residents, many Macomb County municipalities adopted moratoriums on the installation of
AMI.

These moratoriums as well as successful lobbying by those opposed to AMI prompted the
Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) to issue an order on January 12, 2012 directing
the utilities “...to provide information by March 16, 2012, regarding their plans for smart meter
deployment including proposed costs and benefits, scientific information addressing the safety of
smart meter deployment, assurance of customer data privacy and other information.” Public
comment on the utilities filings was accepted through April 16, 2012.

The resulting Report to the Commission, MPSC Case No. U-17000, dated June 29, 2012,
included the following findings:

(a) The health risk associated with the installation and operation of AMI is insignificant;

(b) Federal health and safety regulations provide assurance that AMI represents a safe
technology;

(c) An opt-out option is the best solution for customers who have concerns about AMI.

The opt-out programs submitted by the utilities received approval from the MPSC. The opt-out
programs provide a residential customer an option to request that a non-transmitting (radio off)
digital meter be installed. The MPSC also approved fees that can be charged for participation in
the opt-out program, including a one-time opt-out initial fee and an opt-out monthly charge.




The MPSC-approved opt-out program has not quelled the opposition to AMI. Many opponents
are requesting an amendment to the AMI opt-out program that affords residential utility
customers the right retain the analog meter technology that is being replaced at no additional
cost.

Recognizing that such an amendment requires legislative action by the Michigan Legislature or
administrative action by the MPSC, Macomb Township is recommending that concerned
residents contact Senator Jack Brandenburg, Representative Anthony Forlini, or Representative
Ken Goike. House Bill No. 4315 and Senate Bill No. 819 are companion pieces of legislation
that may serve as the catalyst for residents’ desired amendment to the AMI opt-out program.
Alternatively, these state legislators may be able to garner the MPSC’s attention to the need to
revisit the AMI opt-out program. Contact information for Senator Jack Brandenburg,
Representative Anthony Forlini, or Representative Ken Goike is available using the following
link: https://www.macomb-mi.gov/GovernmentOfficials/GovernmentStatePage.html
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